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Honour'd Countrymen, 


HE chief thing which I have to 

ſay to you at preſent is, To beg 
your pardon for my telling the World, 

how poorly you were provided with a Ser- 


mon 
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The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 


' mon, who had taken ſuch excellent care in all 
things elſe, to the Honour and Content of your 
Countrymen. However you may partly thank, 
your ſelves for' it 3, ſince being ſtrattned_ itt 
your. time, I kyew not upon what occaſion 
ſome of you were pleas'd to hope, That I could 
in 12 days provide any thing worthy your 
ſelves, or the Honour of your Aſſembly, It 
might indeed have been more both for yonr 
Credit and mine own , if T had declin'd this 
publick Serwice, till Age and Experience had 
added Strength to my Eloquence, and Autho- 
rity to. my Perſon : But I muſt confeſs, T took, 
this Tack upon we, out of that eagerneſs and 
fondneſs which T had to be publickly known 
. aud own'd as one of your Countrymen. And 
herein I conſulted more my own Credit than 
yours ; ſince "tis more real Honour to be reckox- 
ed among you, my Countrymen, than TI can 
poſſibly loſe in the Printing this Sermon, though 
it were far worſe than it is. Wherefore I 
again intreat your pardon, and good opinion 
for me, Nor is it to be ſuppos'd , that while 
I am pleading for Charity and good Nature, 
T my. ſelf” ſhould be excluded from hawing any 
ſhare in them. When you go on to read this 
Sermon, as you will find many faults and 
weak. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
weakneſſes in it, ſo you will I hope find ſome 
Arguments which may perſwade you to excuſe 
them. So that you have here a wery juſt op- 
portunity to practiſe *what T hawe recommend.- 
ed to you. Now having ſaid this, T take my 
leave of you : Beſeeching Almighty God , to 
increaſe the Honour and Gallantry of your De- 
ſign, by continuing this Yearly and Charitable 
Solemnity ; by furniſhing our Country with 
Stewards as Generous as Faithful, and as 
Good every way as you are; And with far 
far better Preachers than I was : | 


Who am, 
Honour'd Countrymen, 


Your moſt faithful and 
moſt obliged Countryman, 


FOHN WOOLLEY. 
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ET 


GEN. xiij. 8. 
And Abraham ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no 
ſtrife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 
and between my Herd-men and thy Herd. 


men : For we be Brethren. 


Here are in my Text two General 

Parts, which I ſhall conſider in this 

Sermon : And the firſt of theſe two 
Parts, 15, Abraham's generous Condeſcention, 
his eagerneſs and forward compliance for Peace 
and Friendlineſs, contain'd in theſe words, And 
Abraham ſaid unto Lot, &c. 

In the other part of my Text, is, Abra- 
ham's Reaſon for this kind and peaceable 
temper, to be maintain'd between Lot and 
himſelf, For we be Brethren. 

Now that I may in ſome meaſure promote, 
what I hope doth naturally grow in your Bo- 
ſoms (Honour'd Country-men), namely, a large, 
open, and diffuſive Charity ; a gallant, friend- 
ly temper of mind: I ſay to this intent, I have 
choſen out for you the Example of our Fa- 
cher Abraham ; great in his Wealth and Ho- 
B nour 


Calviſtas 
Chronol. 


[ 2 
nour, but greater far in his Faith and Charity : 
An | na. x known of and approved by every 
one of you, I am perſwaded : An Example 
by Gods Providence preſery'd to us, and to our 
days, through the many ſpoils, changes, . 
and different events of three thouſand fix 
hundred and odd years; and this not with- 
out Gods ſpecial deſign to be followed by us 
alſo in thele later Ages. For we cannot 1ma- 
gine, that the Holy Ghoſt intended we ſhould 
read the Scriptures as we do a Chronicle of 
our own Nation, or as: we do a Story of 
Ceſar and Pompey : But that we ſhould read, 
and mark, and learn to do as Abraham did. 
Gods Providence in giving and preſerving to 
us the holy Scriptures, being a far nobler de- 
{tign than to entertain our fancies, or furniſh 
our diſcourſe ; it being, among other things, 
to make us kind and peaceable, gentle, meek, 
and complying ; as you will find Abraham 
to have been in the Story of my Text. By 
his Example then we are to learn our own 
duty ; by his demeanour in this place and in 
this affair, we are all bound to manage our 
own lives and behaviours. This 1s the Apoſtle's 
way of Preaching, Tam ſure, Heb. ch. 1+, 12. 
And 'tis St. Fames's command allo, ch.s. v.10. 
And 
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And this T have ſaid by way of. Preface, 
to juſtifie my intended Diſcourſe, which 
ſhall be by way of Example, ( it being the 
moſt ingenuous manner of dealing with you ), 
and to ſhew you the force and value of ſuch 
an Argument : Hoping, that you will with 
candour and reverence hearken to a Diſcourſe 
of the ſame nature, though it come far ſhort 
of the Apoſtle's Preaching, as to the circum-= 
ſtances of Gravity and Eloquence. 


To begin then : We find from the 11th 
Chapter of this Book of Geneſzs w. 31. that 
Abraham was indeed Uncle to Loft, rhough 
in this place he calls him Brother ; a compel- 
lation among Kinred not unuſual in thoſe 
times, and in thoſe Countries; Lot being the 
Son of Haran, which Haran was the Brother 


of Abraham, as by the place doth appear. 


\ Abraham then, you ſee, was Lots Superiour, 


as to the line of Kinred, and the common 
Rules of Civility and Good-manners. 

Again, Lot was a Fatherleſs Child, deſolate 
and without a Parent: As being the Son of 
chat man, who 1s particularly remarkt ('twas 
it ſeems a ſtrange thing), I ſay, Lot was the Son 
of that Haran, who 1s particularly remarkt to 
have died before his own Father, Ger. 1 1. 28. 

B 2 Lots 
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Lots condition then , when Abraham took 
him into his own Family, was ſo much the 
more fad and calamitous, as being ſo ſtrange 
and unuſual : And hereupon ( as may be ſup. 
pos'd ) good Abraham takes him into his own 
Family ; deals as tenderly with him, as he 
would :have done with his own Child, fur- 
niſhes him with Flocks and Herds, with Lands 
and Pofleſſions. Now Abraham, we may be 
ſure, was very great and powerful ; his very 

. Countenance was an honour and ſupport : 
Yet this Abraham takes with him Lot the 
Orphan , makes him ſharer with him in the 
variety of his Travels and his Fortune ; 
gives him the honour of his.Company, and 
the protection of his Power. And upon this 
ſcore alſo was Abraham far greater than Lot ; 
much. the better man every way 3 as being 
Lots Uncle and Guardian, as being Lots 
Prince, and Lots BenefaGor : Yet behold ! 
even to this young man, to this Lot his Ne- 
phew and Pupil, to one beneath him, and 
beholden to him, is Abraham thus kind and 
condeſcending. He ſtands not upon the punGi- 
lio's of nice Honour, or the fond appoint- 
ments of a Ceremony : But though a Prince 
high and mighty, generous and munificent ; 


yet 
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yet he ſtoops down, and humbles himſelf to 
be at peace with his Inferior ; to be at peace 
with one who was bound by the Laws of 
Nature and Nations, by the Laws of Thank- 
fulneſs, Cuſtom, and Good-manners, to have 
ſubmitted unto him : That is, Abraham looks . 
upon Honour and Majeſty, ſtatelineſs and 
auſtere diſtance, to be meer trifles, when 
compar'd with Love and Charity ; when 
compar'd with gentleneſs, benevolence, and 
juſt compliance. Abraham, even mighty 
Abraham, addreſſes himſelf to one that ſhould 
have waited upon Him, pays reſpe& to his 
inferior, caſts off all the Robes of Majeſty, 
and expoſes himfelf naked to Scorn. and 
Contempt, rather than looſen the Cords of 
Friendſhip, of break aſunder the Bonds of 
Peace. mu | on 

And this ſhould we alſo do. We ſhould 
be any thing rather than unkind or unchari- 
table. We ſhould in all our converſation 
be courteous and affable, kind and. familiar 
to each other, though Providence and a ſuc- 
ceſsful induſtry, have plac'd any of us ſome 
ſteps above our Brethren. God hath ſet no 
man ſo much higher than another, -but that 
we are all within a Call: Even he that fits 
at 


1Cor,12.27. 
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at the top, may with. a very calm and gentle 
voice of Peace reach the Ears of him what 
lies below. We are indeed ſomething above 
one another, but 'tis a very {mall matter, ris 
only as the Members in the fame Body, (which 
is the Apoſtle's inſtance, and not mine) ; I ſay, 
ſome men are indeed higher than their Bre- 
thren , but 'tis as the Head 1s above the 
Hand : Though one be the Servant and the 
other the Maſter, yet we. can with little or 
no pains, nay, often to our own eaſe, ſtoop 
down our Head to lean and repole it upon 
our Arm ; and with as Jittle pains can the 
Hand be lifted up. to feed, and ſtroak, and 
refreſh the Head, In ſhort, every one of us 
here preſent, may at one time or another, 
be a comfort and ſupport, an eafe and plea- 
ſure to each other ; the higheſt to the low- 


- eſt, and the loweſt to the'higheſt : He that 


is rich and great, may comfort and make 
glad the Souls of the poor ones; and he 
that 1s poor, may oblige the rich good man, 
by affording him opportunities to gratifie his 
own juſt deſires'of doing good. Thus may 
we all in our ſeveral places be ſerviceable 
to one another : Nor are we to live at {uch 
a diſtance, but that we may be within the 

com- 


compaſs of a neighbourly converſation, and 
a familiar acquaintance. 

But what 1s more to my preſent purpoſe : 
If any of us ( my Brethren ) ſhould chance 
' at any time to fall out and quarrel about 
Flocks and Herds, Lands and Poflefſions (which 
God forbid ) ; I ſay, if this ſhould happen, 
| as II hope it will not, yet 'tis no diſcredit, 
you ſee, no ſordid abje&t debaſement, even 
for the beſt of you to begin peace and re- 
conctlement with your offending or your 
offended Brother. It will be no diſparagement 
to your Courage, to your Birth, or your 
Quality , if great men, as in other caſes, ſo 
in this alſo, take place, and have the prece- 
dence, to begin the methods of peace and 
forgiveneſs. Abraham in my Text did' lo, 
you ſee; and for this ſtands high upon the 
Pillars of Fame to this very day: He con- 
deſcended, and. as it were ſubmitted' to his 
offending inferior : And yet for all this, I 
appeal to your own Souls and Conſciences, 
whether any of you ever thought: the worſe 
of Abraham for it. *T1s indeed a very com- 
mon thing, to: ſee a: poor man crouch and 
cringe to his better : But 'twill he ſpectacu- 


lum Deo digenum, to ſpeak. with Sencca, "twill 
be 


[8] 
be a ſight worth the view and approbation of 
God himſelf, to ſee a great man condeſcend 
and intreat for peace with a poor man: I ſay, 
"twill be a ſight pleaſing to God and his ho- 
Ty Angels; inaſmuch as 'tis the common pra- 
Gtice of Heaven ſo to do, or elſe God never 
had been, neyer would be reconciled to us 
miſerable duſt and aſhes. How beautiful a 
thing then will it be, to ſee a man not putt 
up with his Riches and Honour, as with a 
Poyſon or a Diſeaſe ; but by the weight of 
his abundance preſt lower, and bowed down' 
to his poor deſolate Brother. 

And I the rather commend this to you 
C my Brethren ) becauſe it often happens, 
that a great man may promote peace and 
friendlineſs, when a poor man dares not. Ma- 
ny men are not ſtubborn, but modeſt ; they 
are not froward and peeviſh, but very baſh- 
ful ; they are indeed willing, but cannot be 
ſo bold, as to proffer peace, or even to ask 
forgiveneſs. They are not like the ſturdy 
Oak, which will not bow even to a Tem- 
peſt; but like the Hair of our Head, which 
will bend and bow to any thing, but 1s apt 
to be blown-afide by every Breath. Such are 
mahy men, willing enough to comply with 
| peace, 
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peace, hugely capable of being bow'd to any 
ſhape ; but the blaſt of a great'man's mouth, 
ſome tew bluſtering words quite diſcourage 
them, they fly into Corners, and there pine 
away in ſecret and in ſcorn. ' This is a confi- 
deration of high Morality, and worthy of 
your nobleſt Charity : And from whence I 
could heartily wiſh, That you who are: great 
and good, would learn to pity. ſuch men, 
to call and invite, to encourage and per- 
ſwade your meaner Brethren -to be Friends, 
1f ever/intereſt or a {ad accident caſt-diſcon- 
tents among you. 

But on the other ſide, ſuppoſe it be ſtub- 


bornnels in a mean man (as: Poverty is of- 
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ten froward and peeviſh, and we muſt 


bear With it), I fay, ſuppoſe 'it be ſtub- * 


bornneſs in a mean man; yet it becomes 


-men {of Parts and Education, to teach 


Clowtis their Duty, with calmneſs ..and 
gravity, with good words and prudent 
behaviour , to ſoften and poliſh ſuch rude 


and ungarniſht minds. *Tis {ſuch mens Di- 


ſeaſe and Diſtemper to be quarrelſom and 
froward; And 'tis. the good man's Duty, 
even to help and pity them in this con- 
dition : For we are not to ſuffer a £on- 


EC vulſive 
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vulfive man to lye in the Fire, into which 
his angry” Sickneſs hath caſt him, though 
in the takiny him up, his Diſeaſe, and not 
he, ſtrike us on the Face, or {mite us on 
the Breaſt : For we are to remember , that 
in ſuch a caſe he will do as much even 
to himſelf. And this I fay, nat to encou- 
rage the Clown in his clowniſhnels,,. or the 
froward man in his frowardneſs : But to 
 ſhew you, that Peace and Love, Friendſhip 
and Charity, are to be procured at an 

Tate; And that the rich man ought to ſeek 
peace, and enſue it (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) 
when-the poor man will not, or rather dares 
not offer at it... - ; 

But farther , becauſe: this Day's buſineſs, 
and my Text oblige me to a larger Dif- 
courſe of Friendſhip and Unity ; Give me 
leave again to recommend to you the Ex- 
ample of Abraham, in this following me- 
thod. 

And firſt, Let us take notice of Abra- 
hants willingneſs to be at peace, from the 
manner of his endeavouring after it, expreſt 
in theſe words, Let there be no ſtrife, I pray 
thee, &Cc. 

Secondly, Let us take notice of Abra- 

Fr, , bam's 
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ham's willingneſs to be at peace, in the 
matter 1n which this quarrel was like to be; 
namely , in the matter of worldly gain, in 
Lands and Poſleflions ; together with the ex- 
tent of it, it was like to grow even among 
their Servants alfo,among their Herdmen, &xc. 

As to the manner of Abraham's addreſs; 
you have partly ſeen it already, in his apply- 
ing himſelf to Lot, his Nephew and Interi- 
or ; and it 1s farther expreft in his humble 


- words; and gentle intreaties, Let there be no 


firife, T pray thee. I pray thee } What lowly, 
meek, and friendly language is here ! He 
that conld ' have commanded, _ intreats ; he 
that was Lord and Maſter, prays aiid be- 
ſecches for peace. What melting Language 
was this! How muſt this dommarti affecii- 
bus, rule and controul the Paflions, far more 
than the Eloquence of Cicero or Demoſthenes | 
or to put it into the phraſe of a better Ora- 
tor than both theſe, His words indeed are 
ſweeter than honey, yea than honey , or the 
honey-comb. Nor was this civil and obliging 
Language a fit of Courtſhip, or a good 
humour only ; but the uſual and frequent 
practice of this mighty Prince. An inſtance 
of whoſe courteous behaviour, fit to be ta- 

C-2 ken 
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ken notice of by all proud and moroſe men, 
we have in Ger. 23. where allo the very Hea- 
then , the Sons of Heth, may upbraid our 
Quakers, and ſuch like untaught and 11lite- 
rate Clowns. The Story in ſhort is this : 
Sarah was now dead ; and Abraham, though 
grief might have made him fſullen , comes 
and treats friendlily and obligingly with the 
Sons of Heth, about a burying-place; and 
they do it in ſuch language, and ſuch a 
manner, that even the Courts of civiliz'd 
Nations cannot exceed them. So carly and 
ſo natural is the practice of civil words, 
reſpeaful Behaviour, and honourable Com- 
ellations ; for at wer. 5, 6, we thus read : 
And the Children of Heth anſwered Abra- 
bam, ſaying unto him, Hear us my Lord, 
Thon art a mighty Prince among us, in the 
choice of our Sepulchers bury thy dead. Ver.7. 
And Abraham ftood up, and bowed himfelf to 
the people of 'the Land---. And ſo he doth again 
at. the 12th Verſe. He doth not, it ſeems, 
think 1t inconſiſtent with his Religion, or 
inconſiſtent with his Honour, to bow his Bo- 
dy, and pay his reſpect even to the Heathen, 
in whole eſteem he was a .mighty Prince. 
He takes their awful and civil compellati- 
on 


[ 13 
on of Lord, and gives them back his bodi- 
ly Complement : ; though as far from Super- 
ſtition, and as tender of Gods Honour, as 
any of our morole Pretenders can be. Let thoſe 
men therefore conſider this, and go not you 
into their ways, a main part of whole Re- 
I1gion 1t 1s, to be unmannerly, both to God 
and to man. 

But to return to my Text: We are to 
take- notice in it, of Abraham's kind and 
meek language, of his praying and befeech- 
ing, even While he was at odds with his Ne- 
phew. Which may: be remembred to the 
conviction, and be it ſpoken to the ſhame 
of us Chriſtians : who in a conteſt or a quar- 
rel, in a {mall pet, or ſome trifling difagree- 
ment, do rail at and backbite, do ſlander and 
abaſe each other. Curſi Inz2s and evil-l peakings 
are our frequent. Arguments, and we ſhoot 
out our arrows, even bitter words, This en- 
rages and envenoms the Wound, adds bit- 
terneſs to the Gall, turns a Diſpute into a 
Frenzy, and makes: that Madneſs which ſhould 
be Reaſon. 

But on the other ſide ; when do we hear 
ſuch Janguage as this in my Text, or to 
whoſe Far hath the report come ? Let there 


be. 
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be no, &c. between me and thee, I pray thee, 
my Brother, 1 beſeech thee for peace my 
Friend ; Come, let's agree, and dwell toge- 
ther 1n Unity. No, we are fo far from ſuch 
meek and tender Expreflions, ſo far gene- 
rally from intreating tor peace, that when 
men {peak unto-us of it, we make our ſelves 
ready for Battel, We will not move one ſtep 
forward to be at peace : But we fix our 
ſelves, and fit down in the Chair of the 
; Scornful , zi zavidys auuir. In cathedra peſtium, 
Sy as Tertullian of old reads it out of the Greek 
Fo. Tranſlation of the Bible. The Scornful man 
Is a Peſt and Infection ; his Breath poiſons 
the Air, and blaſts the credit of all that 
come near him. Such cruel things are bit- 
ter words, that they are and may be com- 
par'd to what we fear moſt of all, even to 
rhe Plague and Peſtilence. Let us therefore 
avoid all ſuch unnatural and reproachful 
words. Let our Diſcourſe, even in Diſputes 
and Controverſies, be amiable and obliging, 
be courteous, peaceful, and condeſcending. 
And let all ſuch men know, who are given 
to a proud and haughty ſpeech , that Abra- 
ham, a better man than the beſt of ſuch 
Scorners, chides them ſeverely in this Ex- 
| ample, 
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ample, and though he be dead, yet ſpeaketh. 
Nor muſt they look to dwell'in his peace- 
ful Boſom, or to have one drop of water to 
cool thoſe tongues, which before-hand are ſet 
on fire of Hell, as Sc. Fames expreſleth it. 
Wherefore, Beloved Country-men, ſeeing 
theſe things are ſo, Let us wholly conform 
our language and behaviour, our endeavours 
and our intreaties, to peace and friendſhip, 
If our .Enemies curſe, let us bleſs ; if they 
revile, let us beſeech. And who can tell, 
but a ſoft word may melt that man's hearr, 
who will not be corre&ed with Scorpions, 
nor ſubdued with a rod of Iron? Thus have 
I done with the manner of Abraham's addreſs, 
his peaceful and kind approaches ; hoping, 
that your Education and good manners, your 
natural goodneſs, and your Chriſtian Piety 
will improve this Example to the publick 
honour, quiet, and advantage both of your 
felves and others. 
As to the remaining part ( in which I ſhall 
be ſhort ), namely, the matter of this debate 
and growing quarrel ; *twas about Flocks and' 
Herds, about Fields and Pofleſſions : And no 
wonder, for Riches and; Gain have made 
Breaches in the cloſeſt and moſt compact 
Friend- 
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Friendſhips. Thele have made Fa- 
thers cruel , and Sons diſobedient ; have 
torn Families into pieces, and ſcatter'd 
blood and ruine among the * deareſt Re- 
lations : And therefore it being the com- 
mon fate of mankind, to quarrel for ſuch 
mean concerns, I cannot but conjure you, 
by Charity and Religion, by the Honour 
and Remembrance of your Country , and 
laſtly, by this great Example, That you quar- 
rel not about {uch things. Suffer not your 
ſelves to be hurried by this common Stream 
into the wide Sea and open Tempeſts of 
wranglings and diſagreements. Waſte not your 
Time, and your Eſtates, and your Charity to 
boot, in long and vexatious Suits at Law. 
Prefer your Charity before your Riches : Pre- 
fer the peace of God, and of your Neighbour, 
and of your own Conlciences, betore wealth 
and abundance, betore your profit or your 
pleaſure. For. here allo Abraham is your 
Example, and bids you do fo ; who rather 
than tall out with his Nephew Lot, gives 
him his choice, and parts with a Land that was 
well water'd, Ewen as the Garden of the Lord, 
like the land of Egypt, as thou comeſt to Zoar, 
Verle ro, of this Chapter. 

But 
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Bat if neceſſity, and domeſtick prudence 
to keep our own, caſt us upon diſputes and 
controyerſtes ; Go firſt, and-intreat for peace, 
pray to God. for his help, and to thine an- 
ory Brother for his compliance : Try all the 
arts and methods of peace ; ſo (halt thou 
have the Bleſling of Abraham, even the eter- 
nal Bleſſings of the Peacc-makers. 

And this we muſt do, not only between 
our ſelves and our Neighbours, but between our 
Servants and their Servants ; according to_the 
extent of Abrahams Charity here in my Text, 
Let there be no ſtrife between my Herdmen and 
thy Herdmen, We muſt -take care to {pread 
and enlarge our Charity, and to let it 'dro 
down from our Head to the Skirts of our 
Garments, even to the meaneſt that belong 
to us. Servants are ſometunes petulant and 
querulous, froward and talkative ; and ma- 
ny a man by upholding an unmannerly Child, 
or a pragmatical Servant, hath enrag'd his 
Neighbour, and loſt his Friend. *Tis there- 
fore our duty to teach our Children 'and Ser- 
vants modeſty and civil language : To plant 

eace in the tender youth, and to fix it in 
the baſeſt diſpoſitions. We are to increaſe 
the Dominions of Charity, and ro enlarge 
D the 
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the Curtains of her Habitation, that ſhe may 
dwell even among the meaneſt of the people; 
that is, we are to deal our love and good 
nature, as we do our Bread, even to all our 
Family. 

Laſtly, When we are made Friends with 
any man, as we mult ceaſe to do evil, ſo we 
mulſt learn to do good to him and his. Ma- 
ny men fay, when they are agreed with a 
Neighbour, I am friends with him at laſt, but 
I have done with him, Tle take care never 
to deal with him more. This 1s the common 
Rhetorick of cruel men, and the Eloquence 
of worldly wiſdom. I do not forbid Cau- 
tion and juſt Prudence in ſuch caſes; bur I 
ſay, we muſt do as we find: Abraham doing 
in the next Chapter to my Text ; not onl 
reconciling himſelf to Lor (as here) even 
to his own Loſs, but venturing his own Lite 
and Fortune for him, againſt the combin'd 
force of his barbarous Enemies. We muſt, 
when we are made Friends with any man, 
afliſt him with our Strength and with our 
Riches, with our Counſel and with our In- 
tereſt, and that too 1n his greateſt neceſſities. 
Our Lives and our Diſcourſes, our Wealth, 
our Servants and Children, all- that we have 
are 
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are to be diſpoſed for Peace and Charity. 
We muſt plead the cauſe of the abſent, and 
intreat. thoſe we meet face to face: And 
we muſt allow men to plead for themſelves, 
and to make their own excuſes ; and not be 
as cruel to one another, as we are told the 
Heathens were to our Forefathers, the Chri- 
ſtians, who allow'd to all men, eyen to the 
moſt vile MalefaQors, an Advocate to plead 
for them, ſave only to the Chriſtians. Where- 
fore, as I ſaid before, ſo I ſay again, Let us 
be kind and familiar, courteous and affable, 
intreating and, eaſle to be intreated'; For 

We be Brethren: The Second General of 
my Text, namely, Abraham's Reaſon for this 
kind and peaceable temper to be maintain'd 
between Lot and himſelf, For we be Bre- 
thren, &C. 

Now a Brother carries in its Name all the 
endearments of Nature , the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt valiant Arguments for Love that can 
be. Even thoſe Chriſtians of old, who were 
ſo famous for loving one another, could not 
find out a fitter name than this: And though 
the Heathens ſcofft at them for it, yet they 
ſtood to their name of Fratres, of Brethren, 
and made it good by their PraGtice; ſo lo- 

D 2 ving 


Bib, Polyglot. 


[ 20 ] 


'ving and fo friendly, that they had every 


thing common but their Wives. And in- 
deed the Love of Brethren is the yery Seed 
and Root of Kingdoms and Societies, of Ci- 
ties and Commonwealths : And the eternal 
Rules of Peace and Juſtice muſt be firſt 
maintain'd in private Families, or elle there 
can be no ſuch thing as Publick Weal and 
Society. The Reaſon then which Abraham 
gives for Peace, is the moſt plain and natu- 
ral, the moſt agreeable and convincing Argu- 
ment in the World. Nor may we think Abra- 
ham \o little skill'd in Paſſions, in the Arts of 
Eloquence and Perſ{waſion, as not to apply the 
moſt ſuirable Topick in a matter his Soul fo 
much deſired. 

But farther yet : The Hebrew adds more 
ſtrength and Juſtre to Abraham's Argument; 
nor can I well ſee, why this Reading I am 
abour to mention, 1s thruſt out into the Mar- 
em, unleſs it be ro comply with the Greek 
Franſation. For m the Original it runs thus :' 
MINN EDTR rx2 For men Brethren are we ; 
follow'd by the Szriack, allo, and Chaldee 
Tranftations : For Men Brethren are we ; that 
1s, we are Men as well as Brethren ; our 
Nature as well as our Kinred bids us not to 

| quar- 


SS 
quarrel. 'Tis beaſtly indeed, and inhumane. 
"Tis like the Wolves of the Deſart, and the 
Lyons of the Wilderneſs, and not like Men : 
From whole very name good- nature hath its 
Title, and 1s call'd Humanity. 

But farther yet, there 1s more in this Ar- 
cument ſtill: We are, faith Abraham, Ana- 
ſhim, Achim, periſhing, mortal Brethren : ; and 
therefore, let us not quarrel : we have ene- 
mics enough beſide, the Devil and his An- 
gels, Death and gickneſs, and ten thouſand 
accidents , to conſume $0 to diſlolve us ; 
ya, and the very Air doth prey upon and 
deyour us. We are ſickly, periſhing Brethren, 
and therefore let there be no ſtrife between 1s. This 
is in ſhort the ſum of Abraham's Argument. 
And give me leave to expoſtulate rhe caſe 
with you alſo ; For arc not we ſuch alſo, my 
Brethrzn? Are not we mortal, fading, ſi ickly 
Creatures ? Therefore, let us alſo be ar peace. 
For what an ugly ohr | 15 it, to {ce two weak 
dying men oraſping for a Morſel they can- 
not ſwallow, or for ſome pleaſant Toy which 
they | cannot enjoy ; to ſee them {ſcratch ar, 
and offer violence to each oth ter, to employ 
that ſmall letfure which their Feanund have 
trom Panys and Convulſions, in threatning 
Looks, 
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Looks, and ghaſtly Menaces. And ſuch are 
we, periſhing Brethren, every day going to 
our long home, and therefore let us not quar- 
rel at our parting ; but like Friends that are 
taking leave, let us employ that little time 
we have, in ſhaking hands, in love and kind- 
neſs, in Charity and good wiſhes: For though 
 Tren, lib. 1. Menander an Heretick (in Ireneus ) brag'd 
Gp. 21: E that his Diſciples, when once baptized, could 
Colon, > neither wax old, nor grow fick; yet time 
and death gave him the Lye, and we are all 
Anaſhim Achim, periſbing Brethren tor all that. 
Thus have I enlarged on Abraham's Reaſon : 
And this Argument 1s to remain upon our 
Conſciences and our Memories allo ( Honou- 
red Countrymen) For we are Brethren : Brethren 
in the ſame great Family, the Church of 
Chriſt : Brethren in the ſame Proteſtant Re- 
ligion : Brethren of the ſame County, and 
moſt of us Brethren in the ſame City : We 
are tied together to Love and Peace, by all 
the Obligations of Religion, of humane na- 
ture, and of humane frailty : We, even we, 
are under all thoſe Obligations with which 
wiſe and peaceable ps prevail'd over 
his Nephew. Let us therefore be at unity, 
as Brethren in an Houſe; Jet us agree and 
CON= 
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conſent to do good ; yea, let us rejoice toge- 
ther for the good of others : Then ſhall this 
Solemnity be a Solemnity of Bleſſing ; and 
Aydm may be the Name for our Feaſts ; they 
may be Charity it ſelf, as the Meetings of 
the Ancients were call'd: And 'tis ( God be 
thanked ) in our Power to be ſo. In order 
to this, give me leave to recommend to you 
at this time two Circumſtances, wherein 1t 
were to be wiſht we could all agree : And 
then I have done. 

Firſt then, Let us be united in our Reli- 
ion : For if Abraham complyed ſo much, 
and took ſuch care to be at peace in world- 
ly Aﬀairs; How much more ſhould we ſtrive 
to. be at peace in our Religion, whoſe very 
buſineſs is Charity, and whoſe Goſpel is a 
Goſpel of peace ? Confider your tender Mo- 
ther, the Church of England, and be not ea- 
fily perſwaded to think anuls of her; of her 
who hath pray'd and intreated her diſobedi- 
ent Sons to come to her, who. hath diveſted 
her ſelf of many innocent and honourable 
Priviledges, to ſatisfie the weak and diſcon- 
tented : And I hope no man would have 
her go naked, would ſtrip her of all her de- 
cent Ornaments, to content the Pride and 

Ava- 
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Avarice of her diſobedient Children ; thoſe 
Children whom .ſhe would have gathered un- 
der her wings, as a Hen gathereih ber Chicken, 
and they would not. There are indeed: many 
Pretences and Suggeſtions, many Scruples and 
Objections, which I may not anſwer now ; 
many ſealouſies and Fears of: Popery and Su- 
perſtition : But 'tis well, 1f the Romans do 
not {erve us, as one of them did the muti- 
nous Fews of old ; for Pilate, as Enſebius 
tells us out of Foſephus, I lay, Pilate, when 
he: was made Governour by Tiberius, and 
when he could not hope the Fews would 
ever {uffer him to bring in his Emperors Stan- 
dards and Images openly into the City { tor 


the Jews abhorr'd and detcſted ſuch things, 


and the forenam'd Foſephxs a Few reckons it 
among Solomon's Crimes, his making the Simi- 
litude of Brazen Oxen ander the Molten Sea, 
and of Lyons on his Throne) ; 1 lay, this Pilate 
contriv'd to bring thoſe Images into the City 
in the dark night, and cover'd too, and veil'd 
over : But wheu he had. once got them in, 
it coſt the Fews many tcars and lamentations, 
much danger and more ſorrow, before the 

could get them remov'd avain. And let us 
take care, and I pray God we FA not find 
Po.. 
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Popery and Superſtition, Images and Idols 
maskt under the Garments of Zeal and Re- 
formation, brought into this Church ; which 
was once, and 1s ſtill the Glory and Support 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt. 

But ſecondly, That which I chiefly deſign 
at this time, and I humbly beg you all to 
agree in, Is a Generous, and Free, and Cha- 
ritable Supply for your Poor Countrymen : 
For thoſe, who mourn in ſecret, and dwell 
in the low Tabernacles of Smoak and deſo- 
late want : For thoſe, who th nſelves alſo 
would have made a part of this Solemaity, 
had not God in his Providence diſpoſed 
them to a ſadder Entertainment. Remember 
the Fatherleſs and the Widow, whole cry 
cometh up to Heaven, even now while we 
are paying our Devotions toward it : Thoſe, 
who ſuſtain the neceſſities and hardſhips, the 
cold and hunger of the whole year upon the 
hopes of being comforted by the Bounry and 
Charity of this day. Nor need I uſe many 
words, to perſwade you, my Brethren : For, 
beſides the tyes of Religion and natural Com- 
paſſion, methinks we of all other men, have 
the greateſt Obligations upon us to be Cha- 
ritable : We were born in that County, which 
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1s bleſt with an Univerſity, the very Seat and 
dwelling-place of Charity. She lies ſcatter'd 
indeed in private Boſomes, and hath now 
and then taken up her Lodyings in other 
places : But in your Country is her Manfion- 
houſe, there is her Throne, and place of a- 
bode. . It was in your County that ſhe firſt 
appeared in State; and 'twas Oxford, that was 
bleſt with the early deſigns of Charity, that 
being the place where the two firſt endow'd 
Colleges of Chriſtendom were built, as Camb- 
den aſſures us. From your County one of 
our beſt Kings ( Charles the Martyr always 
excepted ), namely, Edward the Confeſlor, 
began his life : And another of our moſt va-' 
liant Kings, Richard the firſt, rook in his 
great Spirit from your Air. Thus Honou- 
rable and Famous hath your County been, 
even above any County in the World; and 
hath but one Equal, and that in onr own 
Nation too. 

Ler us not then degenerate from the Cre- 
dit and Honour of our Native Soy] ; but let 
us be a Repute to our Country, and a Sup- 
port to our poor Countrymen. Let part of 
that Charity which dwelt among your Fore- 
Fathers, poſſeſs your minds: And let us anſwer 
| the 
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the expeQation of the World, and the hope 
of our poor Brethren at this Day. 
For beſide our Religion, and the Genius 
. of our Country, even Nature and Pagan Phi- 
loſophy bids us be Charitable to the Indigent. 


And Arjftotle an Heathen can adviſe, That the 4,;6.1,6.5. 
rich are bound to ſupply the poor with Nes- /. c. 5. 


ceſlaries. Nor can I imagine, what can hin- 
der any of us from this natural and pleaſant 
Duty ; unleſs we detain that from the poor, 
which we deſign to beſtow upon our fins; 
unleſs we forbear to give that, which we have 
already devoted to Wantonnefs, Intempe- 
rance, and coſtly Follies. It concerns us 
therefore, to be more Temperate and Sober, 
'and then we ſhall be more Generous and 
Charitable. Let us ſpend leſs upon our 
Vices, upon our gaudy and vain Apparel, 
upon coſtly Banquets, and endleſs Quar- 
rels; and then we ſhall have enough to 
ſatisfie the juſt Conveniencies of our Quali- 
ty, and yet enough to ſpare to the empty 
Bowels and craving Neceflities of the poor. 
And here I may recommend to you the fru- 
ga] Modeſty in Diet and Apparel of the 
ancient Chriſtians ; whole Women ( which 
1n moſt Nations are allow'd to be clad ſome- 
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what more delicately ) obſerv'd a wonderful 
Terr. Apol. Plainneſs and Gravity. For Tertullian in his 
cap- 6. . Apology for the Chriſtians, tells us of their 
"Women, Aurum nulla nowerat preterquam uni- 
co digito, &c. The Women wore no Gold, 
nay ſcarce knew any, but their Wedding- 
Ring. But the contrary was an early Vice, 
even in the Church, eſpecially among the 
Women ; whoſe Ornaments and Apparels, 
colour d Garments and . painted Petticoats, 
De culms Tertullian ſticks not to call the Invention . 
fem.l.2.c.10 not of men, but of evil Angels: ' But 'twas 
his advice, and from him let me give it you, 
to take care of this Vice ; and to remember, 
that Gravity in Clothes, Plainneſs. and De- 
cency in Apparel, are the Maintainers of 
thoſe two moſt excellent Vertues, Modeſty 
and Charity. Nor may we think , that this 
advice of his proceeded from the Neceflit 
of the times, or the Poverty of the Chriſti- 
Apoliz, ans : For the ſame Father tclls us, nay and 
he tells the Heathen to their Faces, That the 
Chriſtians gave more Money away in the 
Streets, than the Heathens ſpent upon their 
gods and their Altars, upon their gaudy and 
their coſtly Superſtitions. And what was the 
1calon, why the Chriſtians did and were able 
to 
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to. do ſo much? Why, I can give it you 


out of the ſame Father, ( ſince I have began Tere. apol. 


to ſpeak out of him ), namely, becauſe they <P: 43 
were temperate, chaſte, and ſober. For when 
the Heathens complain'd, that the Chriſtians 
were a fort of Cloſe-fiſted men, that they 
ſpent no money at all; he bravely anſwers, 
But Tle tell you, faith he, who are they 
that complain, they are the Brothel-houſes, 
and the Taverns; they are the Miniſters of 
Luſt, and Luxury, and Vice, that complain, 
and none elſe. And let all ſuch complain, 
ea for ever complain among us alſo. 

And it we are curious to know, how the 


Chriſtians ſpent their Money ; the ſame man apol. cap. 


tells us, They had a Box, wherein every one 39: 
monthly caſt in what his Charity and Eſtate 
allowed. And this went, 792 potaculis, non 
epulis, not to maintain Gluttony and Drun- 
kenneſs; but to relieve the poor, to bury the 
poor ; to Children without Father or Mo- 
ther, or any ſubſiſtence ; to the Aged, to the 
Impritoned, and ſuch like poor Chriſtians. 
Nor can I conclude with, and I think you 
cannot take a better patern , than this ; nor 
can you grudg, I hope, to do that once a 


Year, which the ancient Chriſtians ( who 
were 
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.were under worſe circumſtances than moſt 
of you are ) did once every Month. 


Thus have 1. from the Example of Abra- 
ham recommended” to you Love, and Peace, 
and : Condeſcentioh : And from the ancient 
and beſt Chriſtians have I recommended 
Bounty and Charity to the Poor and Dj- 
ſtreſſed : What remains, but that we go and 
do likewiſe, having the fear of God before 
us, while we are Feaſting together; and the 
Charity of Chriſtians, when we have done ? 
And having minded you of theſe two things, 
namely, of Temperance at our Dinner, and 
of Bounty after it; I will conclude with a 
part of Scripture, which T hope you will all 
remember, taken out of Nehemiah, ch. 8. 
ver. 10. bo 

Go your way , eat the fat, and drink the 
ſweet ; and ſend Portions to them, for whont 
nothing is provided. | 
_ And then, as it follows, This day will be 
holy unto our Lord ; neither ſhall ye be ſorry, 


for the joy of the Lord will be your ſtrength. 


To whom, the Eternal Creator, Three Per- 
ſons, and One God, be Glory and Ho- 
nour, 


[ 31] 
nour, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 
now and for ever. 

| Now the God of Patience and Conſolation, 
grant you to be like-minded one towards 
another, according to Chriſt Jeſus. 

And, The Bleſſing of God Almighty, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt be among us, 
and remain with us this Day, and for ever 
more, Amen. 


The End. 
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